INTRODUCTION
Polysicas fruticosa (L) Harm 1 (Araliaceae), (Fig1) is available throughout the warmer parts of India, Malaysia and Polynesia. This plant has synonyms 2, 3, 4 
like Panax fruticosa, Nothopanax fruticosam, Parsley panax, Ming aralia, Dinhlang or Indian Polyscias.
The plant species included I this family containing large quantity of saponins have long been used in many parts f the world for their detergent properties. These saponins are characterized by their property of producing a forthing aqueous solution and also its haemolytic property. Panax ginseng one of the well known species included in the family Araliaceae have held and honored place in Chinese medicine as a good adaptogenic drug 5, 6 . Since Panax fruticosam also having large amount of saponins in its leaves and roots this plant can very well substitute its costlier Chinese counterpart -Panax ginseng if cultivated with care. In our report we made and attempt to standardize this plant pharmacognostically by studying is morphology, macro and microscipical features, histological characters, qualitative physical and chemical analytical reports, TLC data, etc.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The plant was collected from N. Parur, Ernakulam district, kerala and also from Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu and authenticated at the Horticulture Dept., Tamil Nadu Agriculture University, Coimbatore, Tamilnadu.
Voucher specimen was deposited in the herbarium, Pharmacgnosy laboratory, college of pharmacy, SRIPMS. (Fig.3) : Roots are cylindrical, lengthy, and slightly fasciculated in appearance. Roots are yellowish brown in colour, usually much branched and woody. Te taste of the roots is slightly bitter followed by sweet and mucilaginous.
P. Fruticosa root

Anatomy of P. fruticosa Root (Fig 4)
The major features in the T.S. of root are cork, phelloderm, secondary phloem, secondary xylem and medullary rays. Secondary xylem is divided into sections by lengthy medullary rays of 1-2 cells wide. The wood parenchyma is lignifies. Xylem parenchyma cells contain small starch granules.
Microscopy of powdered root (Fig 7)
The powdered P. fruticosa root is yellowish brown in color with a bitter followed by sweet taste.
The 
i. Foam test
This test signifies the dilution of the substance or drug which will give a layer of foam of 1cm height, when the aqueous solution is shaken in a graduated cylinder for 15 seconds and allowed to stand for 15 minutes before the reading was made. Nbutanol extract of concentration 100 mg/ml and 500 mg/ml gave foam height of 1.4 cm and 1.8 cm respectively.
ii. Haemolytic test
For this test, three dilutions of the n-butanol extract of the leaf and root were added to 2.5% defibrinated blood in physiological salt solution. Haemolysis took place within 10 minutes and the blood suspension became transparent. The greatest dilution of saponin causing total haemolysis is called hemolytic index. It is observed that 100 mg/ml of root n-butanol extract cause total haemolysis within 10minutes. But leaf n-butanol extract 500 mg/ml concentration only, caused comparable total haemolysis as that of the root extract.
iii. Fish lethal test
pages 165 -172 For this test, the result showed that 250 mg/ml of root n-butanol extract killed 60% of the fish taken for the study. But 500 mg/ml of the leaf extract was required for killing 60% of the fish. The vein islet umber, stomatal index, stomatal number of the leaves of P. fruticosa were found out. The results were tabulated as follows: Determination of moisture content ad crude fibre content
13, 14
The determination of moisture content and crude fibre content for leaf and root powder were carried according to the literature. The result showed that the moisture content (loss on drying) for leaf powder was 7.8% and for the root powder was 12.7%. The percentage of crude fibre for leaves was observed as 3.25% and for roots 5.64%. The n-butanol extract (saponin fraction) of both leaves and root of P. fruticosa were subjected to TLC studies, using silica gel, was found to contain 6 spots for the leaves 
